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From Canonical Texts to Popular Culture:

Shifting Research Interests in Contemporary Japanese Studies



From Canonical Literature to Popular Media:

Post-Cold War North American Japanese Studies

Michael Bourdaghs (University of Chicago)

In North American universities and colleges since the early 1990s, the shift in both teaching
and research from canonical texts to popular culture texts has been driven by a number of
factors. This paper will provide a brief survey of this change and explore some of the factors
that have driven the trend. It will focus in particular on two important subfields in Japanese
popular culture studies: film studies and popular music studies.

The post-Cold War shift to popular culture derives in part from longstanding changes in the
funding models that underwrite both scholarly research and university classroom curriculums:
former sources that encouraged work with canonical literature have dried up, in some cases
replaced by new funding sources that seem to encourage the study of popular culture. The shift
also reflects large-scale changes within both humanities and social studies scholarship in
general, including the rise of cultural studies and popular culture studies, the shift in focus from
text-based materials to audio-visual and online media (for example, the widespread expansion
in Departments of Cinema, Film, and/or Media Studies), the rise of new sociologically oriented
methodologies that stress audience reception and media platform over traditional textual
interpretation, and changing goals for secondary education. Another important factor is the
ongoing transformation from the traditional Cold War model of Area Studies to a still-emerging
post-Cold War form of Area Studies: Japan Studies in North America occupies a very different
institutional and ideological space in 2020 from its predecessors during the 1960s, 70s, and 80s.
Finally, we also have to take into account broad transformations in the global economy,
including the transnational spread of online culture, the emergence of South Korea as a major
popular culture exporter, and of course the rapid rise of China as the region’s major economic
power.

After surveying the above factors, this paper will focus in on two important branches of the
new focus on Japanese popular culture studies: film studies and popular music studies. When
and where did Japanese film and popular music emerge as common objects of scholarly
research and classroom teaching? From what disciplines and departments did these new topics
of teaching and research arise? What sorts of students enrolled in classes in these fields, and
how has that population changed over the last three decades? Finally, in the conclusion, the
paper will speculate about future trends: will popular culture studies finally drive out canonical
literary studies, or will a new balance be struck between the two modes of scholarly pursuit?
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[3%35 2] COVID-19 and Japanese Studies: Challenges and Opportunities
Christopher CRAIG  (BRALK - R F:We SO e Rk =)

The spread of the novel coronavirus has caused a variety of difficulties for universities, but
it presents a number of particular implications for the field of Japanese Studies. The particular form
that Japanese Studies as both a field of research and a framework for education has taken in Japan,
most notably the central importance it attaches to overseas connections and international activities,
mean that COVID-19 has created both difficulties and opportunities for the discipline. While the
restricted movement of scholars and students demand painful adjustments, the spread of electronic
remote teaching and meeting techniques and the new willingness among educators and students to
use them offer new potentials for collaboration and joint teaching and hold promise for vastly more
accessible international activities.
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imw%?2m7$3ﬂ’vyfvam%@\%L12m0$3H’Fﬁu%4ﬁwH$
F—EFEEZBE LT THAR) OATLAZA TH2FNEST—] (A X =T 1A F=
AK¢%%¥¢£ﬂZﬁ,%E%E)&woﬁﬂ%®ﬁﬁﬂf%ibko
B 1oy ==X 2527 4= THAR)] Lo HFFlZmL T R 2575 £72
Mt 2@ LT THAR) 295, 0 BER > T\ 5, BRIZOWTOREBAEZ S
ST TR, BOOEER, BLOULER L LAEDE THAEZRLODET I LICL- T,
Bex RFERIZOVTOH LWEE, KVFEVWRDSZ2GoNLZ A HIEL TS, )
® LEIMAENZHTIEBEBHEN) X2 T LOHT, Vy ==X+ 24T 4 —XFH
B L WO AT Y —0RE SN TE Y, 2020 FE 134 25 BHEHABE ST ET,
& DABTOIN—TT 4 ATy ay, WaEERSWVEBFRELZID AL TWET,
[BEEECHHRE) & /E N TV AHRE TH, EERICHAGE L JEEO W G 2 EHT 28 B 2
IFEAETHY, SFERENNEEL 72 b K5 kA « TRMPFHETT,

[Py N== X A2 T 4 —=AD_ [Ty /R=— ] L) ERGEZMV R T O
TERODHELWNZ ETIEH Y FHAD2, 8EIOFHETH U BIEZZERTHOITHEL <,
I%ﬂ%%f? Brio, MzFple LTRTONN—FRETH Y, LA LR
DT T —F N T R L HERWGAERH Y T,

o UTIy I IERTIIBBTFEOA L T A ALK E 72D . LMS & Vi TRk
DONET, FERBOA L TA T 4 ATy a AZid T &) BFE GG
FLEMALVEYITHY | FT-SFEOREL B X 572912 DeepL O X 5 7@ e (i
BH BERY A FOLEMERETTCL L D,

1 httpsi//cie.chiba-u.ac.jp/liberal_arts/001855.html

2 iz 0%, 2020 FEAASTFETEMBIND TEL >7T2/3% /L [The Reb1rth of Japanese
Studies] Z#&DHDHIZA L T A TA I NTZHE EENEK DR ZH TS0,
http://prcurtis.com/events/AAS2020/
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[#55] BREAEEZRGBL LI BAREE - BAUEEBICRKITS
ATV v F#= (Hybrid Classroom) DREZ

PR E (KPR A ARGE A AU EE & v % — T8 %)

Al #—I13H 200 AORFAICK L CTHARE « BAYEHEBE UL T D, 54
T g ST A N REREIER OB LD A T A VB EIT - T, BKFEHN S
IFFEOWERRMIZEY, O E TRELZZTLFHE, QVITNVEALTH U TA U 7EE
2T 2FE, ORFED T HE TR LT REZTET 2 7AW 5 3 FEHOFAENRIE
T2 &I e - [FIRFRLE Y - JERIMIREAL D 3 U TR FETFEN T & 2 BE P ME
Elrole, 20, RV F—TIIR 24 BEDI>HL 1TEENAT U v NRE (N7
Ly 7 A$%3E) 1B TED L 9L T 5,

IO RBEFEMOYE L LT, LATE Y AARSYER B OEMRAUS ICHY A Tz
ZENBETOND, At —ITICEBFRE LV PRk 23 0 5 H0E BILR L RIF LA
(A ARGE - BASUEEBEHELRIFIAILA) & L TRESNTEY . ENHERFOETFA
Wk L TR Z — DB EZBIIR L T D28, R 28 FEE D D IRzt o 24 %
kG L LT AASERE B OERBHE ICHHLA TV D, mRBEZ1T 9 12H 2V TFRIKHE)
[ROFEME) ZBEEA L, MEFOREELZOEEEET L2 L N TE HEREMEHBEED
BN 24TV VRS & TIZE NSO AR LT 19 RIOBITHIEE 217> T& 7, S BT,
SFEEXVEELOHEBEICL DA L= "ABAO B AR LR B 2872 IcBE L7z, 2
DER¥ETEIAE L Z—OR-FADRHE TZi# L, ENIAOERFOFAENL T A T
HTDHENINATY v MREZTELTWEZZ LG, BADERBREN A2 VA #=
DO At D T o, I FRIC KD | SFEEANA TV v FEELILFT ST D HLER
TEBRITIE, £ 2 THERELZ b LI SHREZBER L, thoZEOKEEIREAZ1T > 7,

FEEROEMG B T, bl - xtE A - 4 v 74 VRAEORGHRRLVRD 2D L)
WCHRT 20 MBETHS T2, BEEDO T A TOT A ZAEHTHZ L1k v, Migm
DORBUTTAR UTc, BEDRTT NS HEZIRE 5 THEA A A Z ) & 856 ktmmE
O ZHEe T2 TR FERT AT O 2BENEN%E Zoom (TS Z LI XD | kT
B d T FERBREVOR TR TELLIICL, ~FREEAE NS L oI LT,
Flo, IN—T U — I HE T FEOBEEMRT LEN S D551, Rt FAECH T vy N
HAE L, TXTORAEN Zoom BIZERREINDE DT HZ LT xfmFEEF T4 0%
EDFEZRER LT,

—H T, BEEIISHOMRELE LTE-> TW5, ARSEROFEII SRt 1 I8
KT DL THERAT) ZENTEDLN, METFEEF T A FEDNRELEZ L—
T — 7 BT TR O S FEB BB ST RIS LT, AT U ERI LT
%, AT, ZORMBEICHILA L F2ED~y Ry MERZR EORBBITOIL TN D,
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