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Towards a Science of Stories: Past, Present, Future
(MBORIZEA 1 BE, RE, KK

Hoyt Long 2% CK[E > 2 K5F)

This talk starts from the assumption that to fully explore the possibilities of digital Japan
studies means revisiting core ideas about what humanistic study is and how it relates to
other disciplines. The digital era offers an unprecedented opportunity to look inward at
our own knowledge practices as the very conditions of knowledge production shift
drastically under our feet. In the decade or more that I have been using computational
methods to study literature and culture, I have found myself responding to the moment in
several ways. First by looking to the past to see how these methods can change our
perception of it, and also by looking at the longer history of dialogue between quantitative
and qualitative modes of reasoning. More recently, I have turned to the present and the
future to explore how computational methods can help us study the complex dynamics of
online culture and how in-depth knowledge of these methods is necessary for us to
develop a critical literacy of their growing social and cultural effects. In this talk I will
introduce three projects that represent these areas of inquiry: a historical study of literary
form and its movement across languages; a current study of how amateur online writers
responded to the Covid-19 crisis; and a more speculative investigation into the future of
machine translation as a technology of cultural mediation. All of the projects are an
opportunity for me to consider what a more general, expansive view of this kind of
research — as a ““science of stories”- can do for how we imagine the aims and importance

of humanistic study at a time when all disciplines are being transformed by the digital.

Hoyt Long is Professor of Japanese literature at the University of Chicago,
where he co-directs the Textual Optics Lab. He has published extensively on
topics related to modern Japanese literature, media history and theory, and

computational approaches to the study of literature and culture.
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