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% 1 Keynote Speech

Japan-Africa Relations: New Horizons, Challenges and
the Role of the African Association for Japanese Studies

Adedoyin AGUORU

University of Ibadan, Professor; African Association for Japanese Studies, President

Japan-African relations since the earliest times till date is the concern of my
presentation which engages the experiences which have defined Japan as a nation and also
defined the joint experiences of the fifty-four nations that make the African continent. These
experiences, and the resilience with which these nations have remained strategically
positioned in global politics and in the international community make up the crux of the
engagement of the African Association for Japanese Studies in Africa. Having been colonised
largely by the West, I purposively began to take interest in the East, particularly Japan post
World War II, to see how countries outside of Europe and Americas that Africa related closely
with pre and post colonialism deconstruct their world. This presentation explicates, among
other things, the significance of activities of the African Association for Japanese Studies in
Africa in fostering mutual understanding between Japan and the African continent since
inception of the Association in 2017 till date. The significance of the recognition and
commendation it has earned from the Japanese government through its Embassy in the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, the intellectual and academic contributions to scholarship in
Nigeria and in Japan as well as institutional collaborations impacting trade and industry and
the future prospects are also elaborated upon. It concludes on concerns on contemporary
perceptions of Japan about Africa that requires deconstruction and reconstruction for the

potential diplomatic symbiotic relationship that relating with Africa offers.

Key words: Japan-Africa Relations, Diplomatic symbiotic relationship, African Association

for Japanese Studies

"

Prof. Adedoyin Aguoru is Professor of Transnational and Transcontinental Studies and Director of the
Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning at the University of Ibadan. She is a recipient of the
prestigious Ambassador's Commendation Award of the Embassy of Japan in Nigeria and has been
recognized for her work in igniting interest in Japanese Studies in Nigeria and Africa by establishing
the African Association for Japanese Studies (AAJS), Studies in Transnational Africa and Japan (AAJS
Journal) and the African Association for Japanese Studies Students Club (AAJSSC). Her laureate
awards from the Study of the United States Institute on Contemporary American Literature and the
CODESRIA Gender Institute notably connect Africa, the United States, and Japan in a rewarding
manner. She serves as a member of the CODESRIA Scientific Committee and is an Established
Opinion Leader of the US Embassy in Nigeria. Through her work, Prof. Aguoru connects theory,
practice, scholarship, and craft to international politics and transnational influence. Her creative works,
such as Refugees of the Great Lakes and She, showcase her versatility as a transcontinental dramatist.
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Language Resources, Identities and Ideologies in a Globalized World, Routledge (2017).
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Facundo GARASINO

Facundo Garasino is a Specially Appointed Lecturer at the University of Osaka
Global Japanese Studies Education and Research Incubator, where he teaches
courses in migration studies, modern Japanese history, and academic skills for the
humanities. His research interests center on transnational issues of migration,
intellectual and cultural history, and nation and state-building in Japan and Latin
America. His recent project focuses on the flows of Japanese settlers, crops, and
technology in the Brazilian Amazon and the links between Japan’s imperial
expansionism, postwar national reconstruction, and Brazil’s policies of development

and nation-building during the twentieth century.
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Maya Abe holds a Ph.D. in Literature and specializes in sociolinguistics and
descriptive linguistics. Her research focuses on the Mbugu language of
Tanzania, based on fieldwork-driven language documentation. She is also

engaged in supporting autonomous multilingual learning.




Incubator-Supported Project

Learning from and Promoting the African Association
for Japanese Studies

Amin GHADIMI

Gradaute School of Humanities, Associate Professor

“Japan will laugh together with, and exert itself together with, all the people of
Africa as we work toward the resolution of each and every issue Africa is facing. This is
not for the sake of Africa, nor is it for the sake of Japan: it is for the sake of the world.”
So said our prime minister, Ishiba Shigeru, in his closing speech for the Ninth Tokyo
International Conference for African Development (TICAD 9), a gathering attended by
representatives of 49 African countries and resulting in the landmark Yokohama
Declaration. Prime Minister Ishiba continued, borrowing the words of the eminent
scientist Noguchi Hideyo when Noguchi was studying yellow fever in Ghana: “I have not
come to teach. I have come to learn.”

This project, “Learning from and Promoting the African Association for Japanese
Studies,” represents one, obviously small step in the broad endeavor expressed by Prime
Minister Ishiba, an endeavor in which earnest collaboration between Japan and countries
in Africa is both the means and the end. The project seeks to draw out insights from, and
in turn further develop, the study of Japan across the African continent through
cooperation with the African Association for Japanese Studies and other institutions and
organizations. It recognizes the signal achievements of that association in advancing
Japanese studies, and it also sees opportunities for further growth and expansion. The
project is preliminary and exploratory: it seeks to identify what chances and possibilities
there might be for the promotion of research and education in Japanese studies at African
universities; to form a vision to that end; and to take steps to enable the realization of that
vision. It seeks to affirm and establish the relevant organs of the University of Osaka as
earnest contributors to the study of Japan in Africa. And, following TICAD 9, it seeks to

pay special attention to the promotion of scholarship on Japan among young people and



women.

That Africa is the future is both a truism and an urgent exhortation. As Prime
Minister Ishiba observed, one out of every four people on Earth in 2050 will be African.
“Africa will lead the world,” he predicted. And as he candidly acknowledged, the rise of
Africa is occurring as Japan appears to be slipping in its relative global stature. “In the
1990s, Japan accounted for roughly 17 percent of the world’s GDP. Today, that figure is
about 4 percent,” he conceded.

The apparent relative decline of Japan’s global power does not in any way imply
an attenuation in the importance of the study of Japan. This project departs from the
conviction that the study of the history, literature, and culture of our country is meaningful
and beneficial to all people in all places, and it is for that reason that access to and
generation of knowledge about Japan must develop in Africa as Africa comes to lead the
world. Prime Minister Ishiba gestured at the import of learning from the Japanese past:
“We must never again repeat a great war,” he declaimed. “Nuclear weapons must never
be used.” But of course, the study of Japan is not confined solely to knowing about the
horrors that we brought about and that were inflicted on us. It is to African scholars and
scholars in Africa that we now turn to learn anew what about Japan to study and how to
study it—for the precise purpose of eliminating the bifurcation between African and
Japanese scholars and developing a single, unified, and variegated field of Japan studies.

This project intends to provide value to universities and relevant associations in
Africa by opening up greater opportunities for them to learn about research and education
in Japan about Japan. It hopes to provide value to Japan by promoting knowledge of our
country in countries that will come to lead the future. But as Prime Minister Ishiba himself
implied, the ultimate beneficiary of this incipient network, if it succeeds, is not any one

group of people: it is the study of Japan itself.

the global ideational dimensions of student rioting in Tokyo in 1885.

Amin Ghadimi is associate professor in the Division of Language and
Culture at the University of Osaka. He studies the history of thought and of
political culture in 1870s and 1880s Japan. His most recent work examines
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