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Director’s Message

MITSUNARI Kenji

Executive Vice President, Osaka University

Across all branches of the humanities and social scienc-
es, Osaka University is home to a particularly eminent
assortment of researchers engaged in the study of “Ja-
pan”. Osaka University’s Center for Japanese Language
and Culture is at the heart of the national education of
exchange students, and April 2022 marked the pivotal
establishment of the Division of Japanese Studies in the

new Graduate School of Humanities.

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Re-
search Incubator (7w — N)WVHARZEEMZFEML, GJS-
ERI) is designed to take advantage of these rich institu-
tional resources in ways that cut across organizational
boundaries. In terms of research, GJS-ERI aims to serve
as a new interdisciplinary and international platform for
the study of “Japan”, and in terms of education, GJS-
ERI strives to provide students from all fields with the
knowledge necessary for the practical application of re-

search results for the good of society.

We warmly invite you to participate in our events

and initiatives.
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What Is GJS-ERI?

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Research Incubator (GJS-ERI), established at Osaka
University on December 1, 2020, aims to generate new advances in research and education on
Japan by integrating the benefits of work done in both the humanities and social science dis-
ciplines, actively adopting data-driven approaches to make the most of the rich assortment of

materials accessible at the university.

In terms of research, GJS-ERI serves as an international and interdisciplinary platform
for the exchange of advanced academic dialogue relating to the study of Japan. The research ef-
forts of the Incubator are geared towards creating an environment conducive to the development
of Global Japanese Studies and to the effective dissemination of research results from Japan to

the global academic community.

Further, GJS-ERI endeavors to translate its research results into valuable interdisciplin-
ary and society-oriented educational programs. For students in all fields, including the natural
sciences, a broad understanding of culture and society is useful when considering the practical
applications of research results. Therefore, the Incubator aims to create educational programs

that incorporate the study of Japan as part of an essential foundation for the training of global

talent.
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An International Collaborative Network for Research on Zainichi Korean Literature

Project Summary

This collaborative project is engaged in fulfilling the press-
ing need to construct an international network for research
on “Zainichi” (“Japanese-resident”) Korean literature, an
inherently transnational and translingual subject that re-
mains understudied both inside and outside of Japan. An
improved understanding of Zainichi Korean literature is
crucial not only for achieving a balanced perspective on the
scope of modern literature written in Japanese, but also be-
cause the Zainichi Korean experience highlights key topics
in contemporary literary and cultural studies worldwide,
including issues of diaspora, migration, identity, discrimi-

nation, and the memory of empire.

With its central location in Osaka, home to more
Zainichi Korean residents than any other prefecture in
Japan, GJS-ERI is an ideal base for a research network
bringing together academics and writers working on Zain-
ichi Korean literature in Japanese, Korean, and English
at leading institutions from around the world. Therefore,
this project serves to connect advanced researchers from
American, Japanese, Canadian, Australian, and South
Korean universities who are already focused on learning
from the Zainichi Korean experience to the unique histor-
ical resources and rich contemporary community found in
Osaka.

2022-23 Activities

In the first half of 2022, a majority of the members of this
collaborative project met in person for the first time since
the COVID-19 pandemic began when they attended a con-
ference at the University of Hawaii and the annual meeting
of the Association for Asian Studies in Honolulu. This
allowed the members to plan for future events and publica-

tions and to present one another with feedback on ongoing

research scheduled for publication in 2023. Next, in August
2022, the project convened an online panel with research
presentations by Jonathan Glade (Lecturer, University of
Melbourne) and project representative Cindi Textor (As-
sistant Professor, University of Utah). These presentations
incorporated significant analysis of relatively rare Japanese
language texts that were acquired by the GJS-ERI project
during the 2021-22 period. Similar research by other proj-
ect members based upon materials supplied by GJS-ERI is

ongoing.

Other symposia based upon this research project
include a two-day event in January 2023, when the project
is slated to sponsor a two-day event bringing the Taiwan-
ese-Japanese writer Wen Yuju (On Yuju) to the Osaka
University campus for in-depth discussions on the writing
career of the Zainichi Korean writer Yi Yang-ji (Lee Yang-
ji). As the keynote speaker, On will discuss the effects of
Yi’s writing on her own development as a writer and her
involvement in the production of a new anthology of Yi’s
writing which was released in 2022. Next, On will partici-
pate in an in-depth translation workshop with members of
the GJS-ERI project and Osaka University students. Finally,
on the second day of the workshop, Yi’s writing will be dis-
cussed by an international panel of four leading researchers,
including GJS-ERI project members Nobuko Yamasaki
(Assistant Professor, Lehigh University) and Catherine Ryu
(Associate Professor, Michigan State University), followed
by comments from On and G]S-ERI-affiliated faculty mem-

ber Watanabe Eri (Associate Professor, Osaka University).

February 2023 will see the first visit to the Kansai
area by an international faculty member based overseas,
as Jonathan Glade will visit Osaka University for a joint
event between GJS-ERI and the University of Melbourne.
The event will focus on the transnational scope of Global

Japanese Studies, a topic which encompasses the areas of

interest covered by this GJS-ERI research project; addition-
al publications are expected to emerge from this three-day
in-person event. It is expected that more events like these

will be held in the 2023 academic year.

Future Outlook

Following an extended period in which activities took place
online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the third year of
the research project presents prospects for incorporating
more in-person events in Osaka, including the possibility
of welcoming the overseas project representative to Osaka
University for an extended stay. Whenever GJS-ERI project
members visit the Kansai area, they will be presented with
opportunities to access archives, contribute to the activities
of research platforms, connect with community organi-
zations, and meet with members of the Zainichi Korean
community in Kansai. Additionally, the project will place
a new focus on the classification and analysis of original
materials from the personal archives of the prominent Osa-
ka-based Zainichi Korean poet Kim Sijong. These activities
are expected to create new opportunities for publishing re-
search results in an assortment of languages, which should

lead to additional expansion of the collaborative network.
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Project Representatives

Nicholas LAMBRECHT

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Assistant Professor

Cindi TEXTOR
University of Utah (USA), Assistant Professor

Osaka University Collaborators

YASUOKA Kenichi

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Associate Professor

External Collaborators

IJICHI Noriko

Osaka Metropolitan University, Professor

TOBA Koji

Waseda University, Professor

SAKASAI Akito

University of Tokyo, Associate Professor

Felipe MOTTA

Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, Lecturer

ZHONG Zhang

Independent writer

Catherine RYU
Michigan State University (USA), Associate Professor

Christina YI

University of British Columbia (Canada), Associate Professor

Jonathan GLADE

University of Melbourne (Australia), Lecturer

So Hye KIM

Korea University (South Korea), Research Professor

Nobuko YAMASAKI
Lehigh University (USA), Assistant Professor

Andre HAAG

University of Hawai'i at Manoa (USA), Assistant Professor
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Development of the Graduate Program for Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies

in “Theory and Practice of Minority Education in Japan”
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Towards a Science of Stories: Past, Present, Future
YIRE OB~ ik, BIfE, KK

Hoyt Long (v 2 k2:4d%)

This talk starts from the assumption that to fully explore the possibilities of digital Japan studies means
revisiting core ideas about what humanistic study is and how it relates to other disciplines. The digital
era offers an unprecedented opportunity to look inward at our own knowledge practices as the very
conditions of knowledge production shift drastically under our feet. In the decade or more that I have
been using computational methods to study literature and culture, I have found myself responding to the
moment in several ways. First by looking to the past to see how these methods can change our perception
of it, and also by looking at the longer history of dialogue between quantitative and qualitative modes
of reasoning. More recently, I have turned to the present and the future to explore how computational
methods can help us study the complex dynamics of online culture and how in-depth knowledge of these
methods is necessary for us to develop a critical literacy of their growing social and cultural effects. In
this talk I will introduce three projects that represent these areas of inquiry: a historical study of literary
form and its movement across languages; a current study of how amateur online writers responded to the
Covid-19 crisis; and a more speculative investigation into the future of machine translation as a technol-
ogy of cultural mediation. All of the projects are an opportunity for me to consider what a more general,
expansive view of this kind of research — as a “science of stories”— can do for how we imagine the aims

and importance of humanistic study at a time when all disciplines are being transformed by the digital.
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Hoyt Long is Professor of Japanese literature at the University of Chicago, where he co-directs the
Textual Optics Lab. He has published extensively on topics related to modern Japanese literature,

media history and theory, and computational approaches to the study of literature and culture.
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