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Director’s Message

TANAKA Toshihiro

Executive Vice President, Osaka University

Across all branches of the humanities and social scienc-
es, Osaka University is home to a particularly eminent
assortment of researchers engaged in the study of “Ja-
pan”, including those based at the Division of Japanese
Studies at the Graduate School of Humanities. Another
key feature of Osaka University is its Center for Japanese
Language and Culture (CJLC), which stands at the heart
of the national education of exchange students.

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Re-
search Incubator (2'w— \)VHARZHENENS, GJS-
ERI) is designed to take advantage of these rich institu-
tional resources in ways that cut across organizational
boundaries. In terms of research, GJS-ERI aims to serve
as a new interdisciplinary and international platform for
the study of “Japan”, and in terms of education, the In-
cubator strives to provide students from all fields with
the knowledge necessary for the practical application of
research results for the good of society.

GJS-ERI was founded in December 2020 amid
the challenges raised by the COVID-19 pandemic. Now
that the restrictions put in place due to the pandemic
have been eased, the Incubator has redoubled its efforts
to serve as a networking hub among institutions involved
in research on Japan. At the same time, by continuing
to develop and expand educational programs that incor-
porate both the Incubator’s international outlook and
Osaka University’s Double-Wing Academic Architecture
(DWAA) system, GJS-ERI is employing its unique setting
in Japan to train new global talent with both interdis-
ciplinary capabilities and an enduring interest in social
engagement.

We warmly invite you to participate in our events

and initiatives.
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What Is GJS-ERI?

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Research Incubator (GJS-ERI), established at Osaka
University on December 1, 2020, aims to generate new advances in research and education on
Japan by integrating the benefits of work done in both the humanities and social science dis-
ciplines, actively adopting data-driven approaches to make the most of the rich assortment of

materials accessible at the university.

In terms of research, GJS-ERI serves as an international and interdisciplinary platform
for the exchange of advanced academic dialogue relating to the study of Japan. The research ef-
forts of the Incubator are geared towards creating an environment conducive to the development
of Global Japanese Studies and to the effective dissemination of research results from Japan to

the global academic community.

Further, GJS-ERI endeavors to translate its research results into valuable interdisciplin-
ary and society-oriented educational programs. For students in all fields, including the natural
sciences, a broad understanding of culture and society is useful when considering the practical
applications of research results. Therefore, the Incubator aims to create educational programs

that incorporate the study of Japan as part of an essential foundation for the training of global

talent.
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Reevaluating the Theory of Technology in the Kyoto School
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Oda Kazuaki, “Nakai Masakazu's Philosophy of Technology:
A Fusion of Japanese Modernism Thought and Philosophy of
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An International Collaborative Network for Research on Zainichi Korean Literature

Project Summary

Since its work began in 2021, this collaborative project has
been engaged in fulfilling the pressing need to construct an
international network for research on “Zainichi” (“Japa-
nese-resident”) Korean literature, an inherently transna-
tional and translingual subject that remains understudied
both inside and outside of Japan. An improved understand-
ing of Zainichi Korean literature is crucial not only for
achieving a balanced perspective on the scope of modern
literature written in Japanese, but also because the Zainichi
Korean experience highlights key topics in contemporary
literary and cultural studies worldwide, including issues
of diaspora, migration, identity, discrimination, and the
memory of empire. The project has achieved considerable

results in scholarship on these issues.

With its central location in Osaka, home to more
Zainichi Korean residents than any other prefecture in Ja-
pan, GJS-ERI has proven to be an ideal base for a research
network bringing together academics and writers who are
working on Zainichi Korean literature in languages includ-
ing Japanese, Korean, and English at leading institutions
from around the world. Project members are affiliated with
universities in the United States, Japan, Canada, Australia,
and Hong Kong, and events arranged by project members
have allowed Osaka University to welcome speakers and
writers from South Korea, Taiwan, and elsewhere. In this
way, the project serves to connect advanced researchers who
are already focused on learning from the Zainichi Korean
experience to the unique historical resources and rich con-

temporary community found in Osaka.

2023 Activities

In 2023, with the easing of the coronavirus pandemic,

members of the Incubator-Supported Project had signifi-

cant opportunities to collaborate face to face. In January,
the project sponsored a two-day event bringing the Tai-
wanese-Japanese writer On Yaju to the Osaka University
campus for in-depth discussions on the writing career of
the Zainichi Korean writer Yi Yang-ji (Lee Yang-ji). This
event was facilitated in particular through the assistance
of GJS-ERI-affiliated faculty member Watanabe Eri (Pro-
fessor, Osaka University). As the keynote speaker, On dis-
cussed the effects of Yi’s writing on her own development
as a writer and her involvement in the production of a new
anthology of Yi’s writing which was released in 2022. Proj-
ect members Catherine Ryu (Associate Professor, Michigan
State University) and Nobuko Yamasaki (Associate Profes-
sor, Lehigh University) were among those who gave presen-
tations on the second day of the workshop, and a revised
version of On’s talk at Osaka University was published in
the May 2023 issue of the national literary magazine Sub-

aru.

Next, in February 2023, project member Jonathan
Glade (Lecturer, University of Melbourne) visited Osaka
University along with several graduate students for the
three-day workshop “Developing and Leading ‘Global
Japanese Studies’ in the Asia-Pacific”, making in-depth
conversations about future overseas collaborations and
publications possible and encouraging the University of
Melbourne to join GJS-ERI as a member of the Consor-
tium for Global Japanese Studies. Later in 2023 Glade
published the article “The Korean Restaurant: Beyond Vi-
olence in Zainichi Korean Film” in the Seoul Journal of
Korean Studies, and he thanked GJS-ERI for its support in

his acknowledgments.

In the July and August of 2023, overseas Project Rep-
resentative Cindi Textor (Assistant Professor, University of
Utah) visited Osaka as part of an official cross-appoint-

ment agreement. During her time at Osaka University, the

Incubator-Supported Project was involved in internation-
al symposia held in Osaka and South Korea. First, Project
Representatives Nicholas Lambrecht (Assistant Professor,
Osaka University) and Cindi Textor and GJS-ERI Associate
Director Unoda Shoya visited Dongguk University in Seoul
to speak at the co-sponsored symposium “Intersectionality
and Being Zainichi”, a bilingual event held in Japanese and
Korean. There Textor spoke about the writings of authors
Min Jin Lee and Ya Miri, while Lambrecht responded to a

presentation on the writer Ri Kaisei (Lee Hoesung).

Then Textor, project member Sakasai Akito (As-
sociate Professor, University of Tokyo) and several guests
from Japan, South Korea, and the United States gave pre-
sentations at the major GJS-ERI international symposium
“The Global Contexts of Zainichi Korean Literature”, an-
other bilingual event held in Japanese and English. This
event, moderated by Unoda and Lambrecht, was attended
by several domestic and overseas members of the GJS-ERI
project. Textor’s presentation compared the writings of
wartime Zainichi Korean author Kim Saryang with those
of the contemporary Japanese-resident Iranian author Shi-
rin Nezammafi, while Sakasai spoke about Min Jin Lee’s
popular novel Pachinko. After the symposium project
member I[jichi Noriko (Professor, Osaka Metropolitan Uni-
versity) met with speakers from the symposium in Osaka’s
Korea Town and led them on a tour of the new Osaka Ko-

rea Town Museum (Osaka Korea Town Rekishi Shiryokan).

In addition, although not among the direct output
of this project, project members including Ryu, Textor,
Yamasaki, Christina Yi (Associate Professor, University
of British Columbia), and Andre Haag (Assistant Profes-
sor, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa) released the volume
Passing, Posing, Persuasion: Cultural Production and Co-
loniality in Japan's East Asian Empire via the University
of Hawaii Press in November 2023. This volume included
multiple chapters discussing cultural production related to

the Zainichi Korean community in Japan.

Heading Toward Completion

Altogether, the GJS-ERI project remained very active in
2023, and it is expected that members of the group will
continue to collaborate after the official end of Incubator
support in the spring of 2024. In early 2024, further pub-
lished articles are expected to appear, based in part upon
the feedback and discussions arising from the international
symposia held over the summer. In particular, articles by
the project representatives about intersectional aspects of
the Zainichi Korean experience are expected to run in a

Dongguk University academic journal in South Korea in

the spring. Moving forward, output may also appear in
Australian publications. Additionally, the materials that the
Incubator has received from the personal archives of the
prominent Osaka-based Zainichi Korean poet Kim Sijong
are expected to create new opportunities for publishing re-
search results. Finally, the project expects to search for new

outside funding support to continue and enlarge its collab-

orations in the coming years.

Project Representatives

Nicholas LAMBRECHT

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Assistant Professor

Cindi TEXTOR
University of Utah (USA), Assistant Professor

Osaka University Collaborators

YASUOKA Kenichi

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Associate Professor

External Collaborators

IJICHI Noriko

Osaka Metropolitan University, Professor

TOBA Koji

Waseda University, Professor

SAKASAI Akito

University of Tokyo, Associate Professor

Felipe MOTTA

Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, Lecturer

ZHONG Zhang

Independent writer

Catherine RYU
Michigan State University (USA), Associate Professor

Christina YI

University of British Columbia (Canada), Associate Professor

Jonathan GLADE

University of Melbourne (Australia), Lecturer

So Hye KIM

University of Hong Kong, Lecturer

Nobuko YAMASAKI
Lehigh University (USA), Associate Professor

Andre HAAG

University of Hawai'i at Manoa (USA), Assistant Professor
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Development of the Graduate Program for Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies

in “Theory and Practice of Minority Education in Japan”
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7. Quand je considere l'immensité du ciel (mer),

Sur la montagne Micaca (aux 3 chapeaux) située

a Casega (prés de Nara ancienne capitale du royaume de
yamato) cette lune a-t-elle passé aussi?

(cet homme érudiait en Chine et en voyant

la lune, il pensait a son pays.).
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International Symposium Report

Cindi Textor (Assistant Professor, University of Utah)

The international symposium held July 29, 2023, “Reading Zainichi Korean Lit-

»

erature in Global Contexts,” represents a culmination of the Osaka University
Global Japanese Studies Education and Research Incubator supported project “An
International Collaborative Network for Research on Zainichi Korean Literature.”
Under the leadership of Nicholas Lambrecht, the project has fostered collaboration and conversation among schol-
ars working across the globe on topics related to Zainichi Korean literature. It was thanks to the project that I was
also able to participate in a July 15, 2023 international symposium held at Dongguk University on “Intersectionality
and Zainichi-ness.” Both events advanced the project’s goal of creating a global network of researchers of Zainichi
Korean literature, especially in Korean-, Japanese-, and English-language discourses. At the same time, the collective
work of scholars in this network has shown the importance of transnational and intersectional approaches to Zain-
ichi Korean literature, situating Zainichi Koreans not simply as a minority within Japan, but in a global frame. Each
of the speakers at the Osaka University symposium was in some way concerned with this global framing.

The keynote speakers in particular provided fertile ground for thinking through the ways that shifts in fram-
ing can illuminate or obscure certain voices and histories. Kim Hwangi’s exciting talk took listeners on a world tour,
exploring a burgeoning archive of Korean literature in diaspora. This included not only Zainichi Korean literature,
but writings by Chosonjok of China, Koryo Saram of Russia and Central Asia, and Koreans in Europe, Australia,
and across the Americas. These diasporic literatures exist in Korean as well as the local languages, offering a rich
vein of material through which to probe questions of migration, nationalism, (post)colonialism, and many others.
Next, Nayoung Aimee Kwon offered a more cautionary approach to the archive, exploring the many ways that Cold
Woar and post-Cold War American hegemony has excised certain material from the historical record, or kept those
materials out of the hands of certain scholars. Both presentations illustrated the urgency of collaboration across
national borders, in order to do justice to the expansive yet necessarily incomplete corpus of narratives by Koreans
in Japan and other locations in diaspora.

Panel presentations in the afternoon session took up specific case studies within the broader landscape laid
out by the keynote speakers. My own presentation explored the distinction between postcolonial and global Japano-
phone literatures through the position of Muslims in Japan in the work of Kim Saryang and Iranian-born novelist
Shirin Nezammafi. I argued that the global and postcolonial are not so easily disentangled in Japanese-language
literature. Hosomi Kazuyuki approached the work of Kim Shijong from a fresh angle, through comparison with the
German-language poet Paul Celan. Reading the two poets side-by-side allowed us to see Kim’s struggle to mediate
historical trauma through language, and to ponder the responsibility of readers and interpreters of such language.
Finally, Sakasai Akito added crucial context to the question of why Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko did not garner a response
in Japanese-language discourse, particularly compared to its popularity and impact in the United States and South
Korea. Sakasai incisively situated Pachinko within a broader wave of Asian American literary and cultural phenom-
ena in the United States, a push for greater representation of the often-invisible Asian minority that was largely
illegible in Japanese-language discourse. The panel contributions were united by an impetus to draw connections
across contexts, even—perhaps especially—where national, historical, or political differences stymy our efforts to
draw straightforward conclusions.

In the discussion that followed the formal presentations, there remained a lingering sense that research on
Zainichi literature requires a great deal of specificity. It is in many ways resistant to our efforts to situate it within
broader contexts—the aim of this symposium and much of the contemporary scholarship on Zainichi literature
and culture. The language politics vis-a-vis Japanese, the divided homeland, and many other factors create thorny
issues for positioning Zainichi literature within global Korean literature in diaspora, Japanophone literature, or
any larger framework we might choose. Still, as the ideas emerging from this event demonstrate, there is ample
value in rising to those challenges. I look forward to continuing to build an international network of researchers

committed to this mission.
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It was an honor and a privilege to participate in the Osaka University GJS-ERI symposium in July. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the organizers especially Professors Unoda, Lambrecht, and Textor. I also send a note
of appreciation to the staff—especially to Sumikawa-san who worked tirelessly behind the scenes. It was wonderful
to return to Osaka after many years and to witness in person the exciting work developed by a robust community of
humanist scholars at the university and beyond. It was a treat catching up with old friends with whom I have collab-
orated on various projects on Zainichi literature over the years. Our meetings had transitioned online during the
pandemic so it was especially meaningful finally to meet again in person, and also participate on an excursion
around lkaino and visit the newly opened Osaka Koreatown Cultural Center thanks to Professor Unoda’s expert
guidance. As I return to teaching with the start of a new academic year, I am still processing each unforgettable
moment from our time together. One of the most impressionable for me was having the honor of meeting for the
first time and sharing the keynote panel with Professor Kim Hwangi. As a renowned scholar of Korean diaspora
literature, it was inspiring to hear stories of the years devoted to translating writer Kim Sok-pom’s multi-volume
masterpiece, Kazanto, into Korean. Just before going to Osaka, I had returned from an excursion trip to Jeju Island
with a group of Duke University students. Most of my students from the U.S. were learning about American and
South Korean complicity in the Jeju 4.3 massacres for the very first time. [ was overcome with emotion as it was al-
most too much to process the extent of these atrocities and the extent of the over half-century long repression about
them. I was not much older than my students when I first heard about 4.3, and I remember struggling to understand.
Each word of the novel Kazanto weighs heavier on me now with the responsibility to translate out these suppressed

histories through my research and teaching.
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Reflections on The New Cambridge History of Japan, 2023
and RAL - 77¥ X 20 HAR EEHE 0BG XL 2023.

Laura Hein (Professor, Northwestern University)

The New Cambridge History of Japan features bold arguments for general readers. We highlight
the “spatial turn” and environmental history, both of which showcase the difference between local
places and their national or imperial centers, changing ideas about periphery versus center. Spatial
thinking also draws attention to the physical mountains of commodities such as coal, and to the
equipment that transports it. Coal accounted for 2/3 of Japanese exports by weight in Meiji Japan
but under 1% in monetary value. Hiromi Mizuno and Mark Metzler show that Japan’s industrial-
ization and East Asia’s transportation revolution were very energy intensive, Asia-integrated, and
greatly increased hard human labor. This included rural-to-rural Meiji tondenbei, 1930s Manchu-
rian settlers, and postwar emigrants to Latin America. They moved as families, unlike young single
people from, say, Tohoku to Tokyo, contrary to the idea that the agrarian population was tied to
their land and traditions.

Nonetheless, although state-sponsored travel is an empire story, these people moved for
their own reasons. Diaspora is a particularly useful concept. Local individuals from Omi, Miyako
Island, Korea, Russia, the USA and elsewhere make diaspora by using varied legal and social struc-
tures. After Japan’s defeat, repatriates reshaped Japanese politics, as Asano Toyomi argues. These
individuals show that the concept of empire itself is good for only some analyses. Rather, modern
empires were a popular strategy for imposing more rapidly the same utopian iron grid that was
imagined to be equally desirable at home.

Brett Walker demonstrates big trends in environmental history, such as how the Ansei earth-
quake of 1855 weakened the Edo government: by requiring expensive reconstruction and by freak-
ing people out. They connected the quake to the recent American demands for trade and a cholera
epidemic. Walker does not argue that Edo people were superstitious, but that, while all people
make such connections to non-human forces, they do so in historically specific ways. By contrast,
in 1923, another destructive tremblor was broadly reframed as heightening the need for protection
against Koreans and socialist dissidents.

In Post-Fascist Japan, I argue that Cold War Studies’ strong emphasis on American racism
fails to capture the Occupation era experience for many of the Japanese who lived then because the
Americans were not the main protagonists, especially at the local level. Japan had been brought to
the brink of starvation by the actions of their own leaders. Post-defeat Japanese had to face their
own former acceptance of that fundamentally fascist rejection of reality. Doing so and building a
better polity captured their attention more than did the Americans. Postwar Japan was a riot of
professional and amateur theater, musical performance, film, visual art, written expression, and
other enormous intellectual creativity. This expressive output makes dubious the claim, first made
by Eto Jun, that Occupation censorship harmed Japanese psyches and stifled “normal” patriotic
expression. These people were like the prewar individuals identified by Eiko Siniawer and Tessa
Morris-Suzuki who had little faith in national political systems but developed a modern sense of

citizenship locally. Erin Chung makes the same argument about zainichi Koreans in postwar Japan,

who, unusually, have chosen to retain their Ko-
rean nationality and exercise residential local
citizenship.

Surprisingly, many contributors identi-
fied the early 1970s as the key moment when

Japanese society lost coherence. Narita Ryui-

chi focuses on the widespread disquiet when

people realized that even though Japan had become rich, people were still expect-
ed to sacrifice their lives for the nation. Jordan Sand highlights a transition from
government to commercial goals then. Andrew Gordon and Yoshimi Shunya agree
that the early 1970s was the true end of the transwar political and economic sys-
tem. It was also a crucial missed opportunity internationally because both Japanese
and Chinese public opinion were far more receptive to reconciliation than either
are today. The 1970s was also when people who did not experience the war began
driving change. They expected social equality and educational opportunity, but felt
no strong sense of belonging in newly democratized institutions. Prewar universities
were exclusive spaces and the postwar expansion of higher education made that
experience impossible to recreate, but the youngsters wrongly assumed that the old-
er generation was deliberately withholding it. The crucial anti-fascist context was

already invisible to them, making my book an elegy for the postwar generation.
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