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Director’s Message

TANAKA Toshihiro

Executive Vice President, Osaka University

Across all branches of the humanities and social sciences,
Osaka University is home to a particularly eminent as-
sortment of researchers engaged in the study of “Japan”,
including those based at the Division of Japanese Studies
at the Graduate School of Humanities. Another key fea-
ture of Osaka University is its Center for Japanese Lan-
guage and Culture (CJLC), which stands at the heart of
the national education of exchange students.

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Re-
search Incubator (Z'w— N )VHARYEEMIEMS, GJS
ERI) is designed to take advantage of these rich institu-
tional resources in ways that cut across organizational
boundaries. In terms of research, GJS-ERI aims to serve
as a new interdisciplinary and international platform for
the study of “Japan”, and in terms of education, the In-
cubator strives to provide students from all fields with
the knowledge necessary for the practical application of
research results for the good of society.

GJS-ERI was founded in December 2020 amid
the challenges raised by the COVID-19 pandemic. Now
that the restrictions put in place due to the pandemic
have been eased, the Incubator has redoubled its efforts
to serve as a networking hub among institutions involved
in research on Japan. At the same time, by continuing
to develop and expand educational programs that incor-
porate both the Incubator’s international outlook and
Osaka University’s Double-Wing Academic Architecture
(DWAA) system, GJS-ERI is employing its unique setting
in Japan to train new global talent with both interdis-
ciplinary capabilities and an enduring interest in social
engagement.

We warmly invite you to participate in our events

and initiatives.
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From “A Shared Authority” to “A Shared Al-thority”:

A Paradigm Shift for Oral and Public History?

Michael H. FRISCH (Professor Emeritus, University at Buffalo)
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Passing, Posing, Persuasion: Post-Publication Reflections
Christina YT (Associate Professor, University of British Columbia)
Andre HAAG (Associate Professor, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa)
Catherine RYU (Associate Professor, Michigan State University)

Personal Experience as Method in Japanese Studies
Matias CHIAPPE IPPOLITO (Professor, El Colegio de México, Center for Asian and African Studies)
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What Is GJS-ERI?

The Global Japanese Studies Education and Research Incubator (GJS-ERI), established at Osaka
University on December 1, 2020, aims to generate new advances in research and education on
Japan by integrating the benefits of work done in both the humanities and social science dis-
ciplines, actively adopting data-driven approaches to make the most of the rich assortment of

materials accessible at the university.

In terms of research, GJS-ERI serves as an international and interdisciplinary platform
for the exchange of advanced academic dialogue relating to the study of Japan. The research ef-
forts of the Incubator are geared towards creating an environment conducive to the development
of Global Japanese Studies and to the effective dissemination of research results from Japan to

the global academic community.

Further, GJS-ERI endeavors to translate its research results into valuable interdisciplin-
ary and society-oriented educational programs. For students in all fields, including the natural
sciences, a broad understanding of culture and society is useful when considering the practical
applications of research results. Therefore, the Incubator aims to create educational programs

that incorporate the study of Japan as part of an essential foundation for the training of global

talent.
| WEE | GEEHE#R]
| Mﬁﬁéééﬁ
Ja—uis 2y N7 =IOk A=V AM FIORILARZE
FZ R ERPY EEERM B RKERPY EBF

FEE-ERNERRTAY ElM45 o B AFRZEHE - KT BEHRRDOMREFERN - 1 AX - HERZROBEHE
JrERRATIZEICLY, TH STHREBLORTE - iR FEENLHEIASTLEL D7 —RBEE A OIRI R

| ZFHHYELTERMB
MEARbSNBHI-LEH
77y bh7r—LEEETEL
ebic, TBF] poFA—N
W FHTITICAET-HRE
RiEENDRILEEVET,

EnFxyb7—0%RKL. F
HRoFBHEREEETIE
Lbic, BEEEDT IR —
FEBETVET,

TERML. BRoX{Leits
IO WTDFWEERICE DL
TRANBEICHL TSI
DTERHFTBLATDIA—
NIVAMZBRLET,

FIEHE

AXHEMERFERR

FTZELEERLT, [ABFZE]
L [Foan] ziitabt
BILICLBH IR RDORE
FEAMDERICIRYEAT
(A% 38

AXEHER XFEHR AEEFB BERAFEEXEHEBE R X—
ARRFHER ERFAMER REFHER BEROHBEEHRR
SEREHER HaEEWEmR



GJS-ERI o [ e

=

RBERA &, ANSCERFERAA LR, HARBHA BT v 4 -2l LY, &ifHic. SEEHRO
BT, HARICBHRT 28H - LT TL A E2HL T 3. COANY v — 2 2 E SR
AL L. & b BB - I 2 2R - BRI - el BB 5 S Ltk b, HARICBfRT
BEE - MEOMEL# K2 & w3, KIRKE S v — A VvAREEEHENSO BT, »Th, H
B R BETRE A v b7 — 27 O LT P AR O BELEZE T, 20 & 5 Bl 2¥ i 7 7 v
P =2 LT [Zw—nNvHARE] 2REEL, THARD 670 —nn - 7057 I 7 A 158 5E
SiosfteER T 5 L2 AfE LT, EEEEomLIcR A TY £ T,

HRICHITHAFMAEEFMADIED T

WIRD LR b, HAWIER. HRCHCTOAMTONTL2bUITEdH A, HFIICEK. BHE
Wi5e. 2R HAEZ G 7 Y 7 2 FEE § 2 BN 220, I LIciFELTCv 29, H
AW O WL 2 ¥4 2 UL 2 BB WTSEREBN, Jbk - GEEe&Y) PEER - A—AMF Y 7 - 7T
ITIEHD Y HT, Ak - CEEEED) FEIRT O BRI O EERNGERIEE 2 EAR L LTeh, 7Y
7 T O HAWIE O EBRRONEE X HARGE~—ATITbh s & L B—fRITT,

RPLE D7 v — AV BENRRE L LT oMM @R T 27D, 20k 5 ZEBRNENERED 2 » T
BERAY DT — I RREEL. 2ONTLRDIVEVARKET LR O T LT, AlET
BIng T, dbREa—my ek 5 EENAEE PEO FE PR L 7% > Tw 2 RO EE LT
£ & — LRI E R MR LT & & LT

®F ATy KA DN/ ARFEAEFH
@AIWKRI Y KRBT TR

HHER 1 PALRA
O7YF4ya - AAVETKE @NTARE</ TREFHAR L X —
AXEEHET O THRER OAFLAKRFRARET ST - T7UHARE 2 —

@ONATARVIRERT O THREEZ— OR7 T BEMEE R ESBRIR

B Ry b7 —2BEICAIT S EDRYEH

AE TR, FTCIRBRIEBIENEREO 22T AV E Y A RS 2 1290, E1H oEEEY v 8
VY LARHIB 0T -2 v ay FohfE, BRI O NS - IR - X8, ERNTERE L 2ED
2OOHE T T LDEE R EDEERLTo TV 7., £ FOHIKITE, Zh b oiEs) 2l L T
Lood 2 EENA Y b7 —2 28EL LTV,

ZDE S BT, SERET I 7RdLk - a—w v Ntk 5 HATE o EER 2 iLs & o
BoHuhs, APHOEBEA Y PV -2 03 6 RBFKBISHEIL & Lic, 7 Y7 OBXBEMICHEE L o
lorvo Tk, By Y7 HAMEE @RS ~0»»b b iR L & L. FiR#ESR. Hr o7 ed
Ok UcE % o AR CEER 205 53E. dGh L RMoG Rt 2 L 2HNC LT ¥, 2
CTHER, 6A22HICERE - v v v KPP THBES hFIEEREA®. 11ASHP L I0HE 22U TH
B - BILKFETH 2 N ESHEE M RS0 EERZEAICHFE L. B8, EE., FESHAOKFELHF
REBEEOSNMEL LI ICHT YT IcHY 5 HAMEOBIR LEZ STz L2 6. Figco
dy b —2iEb 2D & L, dEK - 2 —w oy AHIEIC VTR, 2024F9H6HIC TV T4 v v 2 - 2
v ¥ 7 RYET V7R LEREN TR E 2 RS L. 202445 10H21H IS 3 A T vy 7 R
W7 V7% v 2 — (HAREN & b HREANTRTmE 2 /i L & L.

SOHITHIRE, 7V 74y ¥a -aay 7 RELATALRES ) TROEATT 22 THHIT — 2
Yay TRBMEL & L GEICBEIL TRV H =t 04-46FH, S2EH221), heziSic, AEL 7Y 54 v
Ya a7 K @#REFES) AT ARELOEHELED TH D DTEHEOWTHEBEL & LT,

SEORE

ek - VEER B - A —A b5V 7 - M7 7 DS oK TR, ELEEEE T L HANEKD Te s 5
LM CHEBIR % < 2h s ofifich LT, HAER W ZREEECH L L v ¥, AHEE,
HAWFFE SR LoD b 2 HE KO BB iffe s LM ic#iE Lk > L LTt d. 22T, 12A1E
A X ¥ aR¥FERY: (El Colegio de México) DA 2MZCARIV — 2 v ay 7B L & L. 20
BCHEY LT iy, FRFEOREGAE L OMFERRY —2 v ay F2iTu & Lic GREERBEL TR
47-49H &S, APl —2 v 2y ZEBLTRS4EE22IK), 7Y 7o HE 2B Tw2 2 ¥ ¥ 2K
HEERF 21U, HEROEER HANIEE L 04 v b v — 2R, Alsio 7w — s vz R %
Wl i~FRESE2MALLRHE LI 20 LFE 2TV 2T,



Wapsz7avzs b

2021 SFEHRIR RS BEER

TARAIR ¥ & 0K A P EEERATRIC 30 U RIATTE 30 & OSHUAT T A 5%
Research on the Kyoto School and Post-Kyoto School Philosophies of Science and Technology

WERPAELEICE T EHERROME

20214 O FR LB 2 v F R OEES L X KEML - &
L3, AfESe Y= bidFEL LTZOOM ZiEA L
feAv o4 v LliEng 7Yy FIERTOEME LY & L
Teo WFFEHARIR. # > 54 v TofftFesdatembaf s, w
T AR & AR A ARSI ICBE D 2 T & OB
WD T—~%2 L) DT F Ui, HAEHESYE TR
ZER. =AM, FATERER, HIEIE— & v o 2 EEIR 2 1R
KT 5 WUFHOEEOEM WG % L lcid e, BN T I
VT (R SHEHENA CULAE) 2L b HiF. 5l
SR D SRR JER LIRS W ERIR. 2 LTens 05 HI
BEBREIEOVTHEL & L, IERIE. Trey=2 bR
YA=IMAT, FAMLELTHEEFZHL LT 2040
WEE RS (S L. ERR0L U EoBME»H b $ L,
Frvo4veER LI~ 7Yy FERoEEZoETH
b, MFEEBIOFH~OFHE L I HTE. WRIPRFZEL
VIORTY, —EDERDP Do LFEZ T T, 2022488,
20234EE ik, RS vy 2 P OFEB PRI 5 v RY
T ARNME - A I4 DA T Yy FIERCRfEL % Lk,
FEREEEORIGY v RO Y 2103704 2B 2 222 d
b, KR Tw Y =7 b ~OBLORES &% 59039 & LT
%% L,
HILCOMFEETI OB L LT, 20214E . 20234EE 02
[\, HAE¥Ya—wy X« 2y bv—2 (ENOJP) 2F{HT
% EBR RIS L TISECR o 6K 2 L 7cid . HIMITSE
HELORHRPEDZ LN TE L LT,

- ar

L

20235 9RITBMLENOJPI—IRRICT, BRADKT

2023%F 12BICBELEN1 7Yy FRIREORRTF

GBI, 2 Y SRR IC K S RAHERE LTV 2 ¥ A,
ftifi T, WEH 2@ U TERICHIEE Ay Py —2 BIET B C
LT &, 20220 L2023 IS E R L fe v ¥ R Y 7 A TR,
ZO LAy I —2 iR LTHEND S 5 A 2 BIER L
HamrED B L LT, WAERFEL LTokEl 2R
EWTxF LT, 7 MR CBIRT 20588 B G w7 e
Wil LT, EEEAIR O AT R b3 & DR BB Ic D W T
BHOMEZHEATILD D 2 oGt %232 LT %
Lize —BlzdTFhiE, HAREE UL Z0Bb Y, 7
FyA AT ERY = LoDy, HAREHAEFREHE
~DER & Vo e Y, D b I HHERFIROFIEE S - B
M OERNER 22> A CHELFML RS 2 L
PHLP LS TEE LT

TuYx s PE223FEE S o THRT ERD 35, K
FuYxs bRl UCHERS e E o EiiBEL s 2w T
. BlEfRE MO MAOERYDH 2 LEL T T, 20D,
RIaYz 7 bDarzry A=t LEDBLFEID XV
A= b > T h e b T, 202448 LIS 72 1 iff 52
Kb LMD T . 22 TR 5EERS
I R 2+ EEEIROBEAET AR BN A s b 5 S
TOMIERRIC I L. 2 o TR EERHRET 2> & P, Bk
BT MRl o T4EiE] o B~ LR LT RGE
. e o BENEELI LS L 2FET —~ & LTHGET
LTV,

AR, T % THEAN) 2EMICHESORIA -7 2 2 —
MEHE L2256 4 — TV IR R 2D 2 B) & HAN 5
TLE T, ) LEEERIES ( oG, BRoA—7

Y4 R—= a YEOBORNEG BRI R SRR R L. 2
D RITEBCRIC T 2 BHET - BT 2 o B 72 2B
NHYET, 207D S Lk, ARSI sT 2
W o BRI ERE & o RGN 2 Wit R A o hiz b, HWED
) M ARSI RHE S Tl b, 36 IERFE
B LA LR WHBT L CHEEROHE T T2 Lvo
BHrasohid, LrLans, 20ito HARicswT
b, MRS, HREB. 74—V R T — 2 R
iz EomiRSMM o TG 2@ 2 BHESE < R
LTWll tBHIoNTEHD, 2 ICBIKATIC T 77 I X 4
LY % —F ) A0l Tl L . BEKTH 2 ZAERHI
E—26 RN HERGREZATLI LN TE ST, 2O
BT, GUERAIROFIAE Y - B E o RlRE. 45 H
OIESHA D 7 —~exf LT, HAMLSICER o EE =2
YT IANREATEHEELELRDHIBTLE I,
ARFaY=r b TR D bIREFEERFOEE) 28 LT
SHOT 7 F 27 Va5t - ik L oBE~ LERS 5 WhE
HERR RSN, FleufiEreyor b 2iib EFs -
PUBEENE L, 29 LEMEOERS. AFwyxy
FOEERRETCHoTc EE LTV T, Kk s HLFEFRET
B, EEARIC L E & 6 ¥ ko R oFRY) Zv—7
LEARMEIH O B, KRS 2 THRES), BRFIC T B
LHRKORREA S L b D2 Y IRIL ¢ H 2T T
WS ZEiehh T,

BREEOEHE
2024EERERASHETO Ly Y a v klo, A T4 VD
s rl1o, A5 4y - NEHDONA TV v FTRIES ~
RV LZ1ORfEL F LT,

EER&SEHE/SRILEYy gy
Reevaluating the Theory of Technology in the Kyoto School

HE$:2023%F9A7H [K] 16:15-18:00
=4 University College Cork (UCC) West Wing 6

|ﬁ%%F%E%ﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁiUﬁxbﬁﬂiﬁJ
LWL XARICEWT

H#%:2023%12H9H [£] 15:00-17:00

DIgF S A (—EBXE)

SURDY L TREBERS & R SRR E
RISHEY - ST 2 ORE]
HEF:2024% 18 28H [H] 13:00-17:00
S KRKEER* v o X ERTEEREI1E £IF—=
(N 7Yy FEI#E)

ELFERMX
X

Higaki, Tatsuya
The Davos Dabate and Japanese Philosophy, We/t-Schema
and Einbildungskraft in Tanabe and Miki, 2023, pp.345-362.
i ERvA
[RFFER E AHEZH BEL BEEH <> T TRRBA] 49 (15).
2021, pp.115-126.
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European Journal of Japanese Philosophy (7). 2022. pp.97-104.
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20. 2022. pp.238-257.
e
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#] 10, 2023. pp.183-199.
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SEER. 2022, pp.1-21.
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Higaki, Tatsuya
Shimomura Torataro’s Philosophy of Science, European Network of
Japanese Philosophy 7th Annual Conference, 2023.9.7.

Inutsuka, YU
Creation and Responsibility in Miki Kiyoshi’s Philosophy, European
Network of Japanese Philosophy 7th Annual Conference, 2023.9.8.

Oda, Kazuaki
“lki” of Two—Kuki Shizo and Nakai Masakazu, European Network
of Japanese Philosophy 6th Annual Conference, 2022.2.4.
Nakai Masakazu's Philosophy of Technique: Beyond Nakai
Masakazu as a Secret Committee, European Network of Japanese
Philosophy 7th Annual Conference, 2023.9.7.

Yamazaki, Goro
The Influence of Cultural Anthropology on Miki Kiyoshi's Philosophy
of Technology, European Network of Japanese Philosophy 7th
Annual Conference, 2023.9.7.
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An International Collaborative Network for Research on Zainichi Korean Literature

Final year results

During the 2023 academic year, with the easing of the
coronavirus pandemic, members of the Incubator-Sup-
ported Project “An International Collaborative Network
for Research on Zainichi Korean Literature” had signifi-
cant opportunities to collaborate face to face. In July and
August of 2023, overseas Project Representative Cindi Tex-
tor (University of Utah) visited Osaka as part of an official
cross-appointment agreement. During her time at Osaka
University, the Incubator-Supported Project was involved
in international symposia held in Osaka and South Korea.
First, Project Representatives Nicholas Lambrecht (Osaka
University) and Cindi Textor and GJS-ERI Associate Di-
rector Unoda Shoya visited Dongguk University in Seoul
to speak at the co-sponsored symposium “Intersectionality
and Being Zainichi”, a bilingual event held in Japanese and
Korean. There Textor spoke about the writings of authors
Min Jin Lee and Yu Miri, while Lambrecht responded to a

presentation on the writer Ri Kaisei (Lee Hoesung).

Next Textor, project member Sakasai Akito (Uni-
versity of Tokyo) and several guests from Japan, South
Korea, and the United States gave presentations at the ma-
jor GJS-ERI international symposium “The Global Con-
texts of Zainichi Korean Literature”, another bilingual
event held in Japanese and English. This event, moderated
by Unoda and Lambrecht, was attended by several domes-
tic and overseas members of the GJS-ERI project. Textor’s
presentation compared the writings of wartime Zainichi
Korean author Kim Saryang with those of the contempo-
rary Japanese-resident Iranian author Shirin Nezammafi,
while Sakasai spoke about Min Jin Lee’s popular nov-
el Pachinko. After the symposium, project member Ijichi
Noriko (Osaka Metropolitan University) met with speak-
ers from the symposium in Osaka’s Korea Town and led
them on a tour of the new Osaka Korea Town Museum
(Osaka Korea Town Rekishi Shiryokan).

At the close of the academic year, members of the
project as well as GJS-ERTI’s Unoda Shoya submitted publi-
cations for inclusion in the April 2024 edition of the South

Korean journal Ilbonhak (Journal of Japanology), and
several project participants met in person at the Associa-

tion for Asian Studies Annual Conference held in Seattle.

Summary of results
over the entire research period

Over the three-year period of GJS-ERI support, this col-
laborative project engaged in the construction and main-
tenance of an international network for research on
“Zainichi” (“Japanese-resident”) Korean literature, an in-
herently transnational and translingual subject that remains
understudied both inside and outside of Japan. Members
of the project were affiliated with universities in Japan, the
United States, Canada, Australia, South Korea, and Hong
Kong, and also included an independent writer engaged in
the actual practice of writing Zainichi Korean literature.
The project showed success in both promoting academic
output on Zainichi Korean literature and strengthening ties
between Osaka University and academic institutions inside

and outside Japan.

The work of the project reconfirmed the fact that
an improved understanding of Zainichi Korean literature is
crucial not only for achieving a balanced perspective on the
scope of modern literature written in Japanese, but also be-
cause the Zainichi Korean experience highlights key topics
in contemporary literary and cultural studies worldwide,
including issues of diaspora, migration, identity, discrim-
ination, and the memory of empire. Further, locating the
project in Osaka yielded benefits not only because of the
academic resources of Osaka University, but also because
Osaka Prefecture is home to more Zainichi Korean resi-
dents than any other prefecture in Japan. Thus the project
served to connect advanced researchers who were already
focused on learning from the Zainichi Korean experience
to the unique historical resources and rich contemporary

community found in Osaka.

During the period of immobility caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the project conducted online work-

shops and group meetings where members shared informa-

Intersectionality and Being Zainichi

tion about their ongoing writing and laid organizational
groundwork for future collaboration. More significant on-
line symposia were held in February 2022 (“Research and
Resources on ‘Multicultural’ Kansai”) and August 2022
(“Ongoing International Research on Zainichi Korean
Literature”). These online, multilingual workshops includ-
ed the participation of senior faculty, junior faculty, and
graduate students. Another key achievement of the project
during the COVID-19 pandemic was the ability of domes-
tic and international researchers to share rare and out-of-
print documents and records that were publicly available,
but located at sites that were inaccessible to certain mem-

bers of the project due to travel restrictions.

The first opportunity to collaborate in person
during the project period came when many members of the
project attended a conference at the University of Hawaii
and the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Stud-
ies in Honolulu in March 2022. This presented opportuni-
ties to make arrangements for future hybrid and in-person
activities, such as a two-day event in January 2023 when
the project sponsored a two-day event bringing the well-
known writer On Yaju (Wen Yaju) to the Osaka University
campus for in-depth discussions on the writing career of
the Zainichi Korean writer Yi Yang-ji (Lee Yang-ji). This
event was facilitated in particular through the assistance
of Osaka University GJS-ERI Steering Committee member
Watanabe Eri. As the keynote speaker, On Yaju discussed
the effects of Yi Yang-ji’s writing on her own development
as a writer and her involvement in the production of a
new anthology of Yi Yang-ji’s works which was released in
2022. Project members Catherine Ryu (Michigan State Uni-
versity) and Nobuko Yamasaki (Lehigh University) were

among those who gave presentations on the second day of

the workshop, and a revised version of On Yuju’s talk at
Osaka University was published in the May 2023 issue of

the national literary magazine Subaru.

The following month, project member Jonathan
Glade (University of Melbourne) visited Osaka Universi-
ty along with several graduate students for the three-day
workshop “Developing and Leading ‘Global Japanese
Studies’ in the Asia-Pacific”, making in-depth conversa-
tions about future overseas collaborations and publications
possible and facilitating the admission of the University of
Melbourne to the Consortium for Global Japanese Stud-
ies, an organization of which GJS-ERI is also a prominent

member.

As noted above, the pace of in-person activities ac-
celerated further during the 2023 academic year, resulting
in multiple international symposia, including a hybrid sym-
posium convened at Osaka University’s Minoh Campus
which had an attendance of over 100 people. Altogether,
the project “An International Collaborative Network for
Research on Zainichi Korean Literature” served to illus-
trate the positive effects that the Global Japanese Studies
Education and Research Incubator can have on both re-
search production and domestic and international interdis-
ciplinary research collaboration; these effects will continue

to be felt in the years to come.

Maijor research presentations
and publications

Many of the major research presentations and publications
related to the GJS-ERI project are listed below. This list

is not comprehensive; other research results on Zainichi
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Korean literature were also released by project members
during the three-year period, and in some cases the proj-
ect played an unquantifiable role in the production of this

output.

In February 2022, the workshop “Ongoing Interna-
tional Research on Zainichi Korean Literature” was held
online as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. At this work-
shop, Jjichi Noriko presented “On the Construction and
Future of the Osaka Korean Research Platform” (K=
V7 UGS T v b 7 — AFT DREFEL 51%) , Unoda Shoya
presented “Historically Situating the Anti-Discrimination
Student Uprisings” ( [—7#l}3E14| O JEHIALE) , and
Yasuoka Kenichi (Osaka University) presented on “The
Origins of ‘Multicultural Coexistence’” ( [%30{t3t4: ] o
J5%) . That summer, the project hosted the online work-
shop “Ongoing International Research on Zainichi Korean
Literature”, which was run as GJS-ERI’s monthly Global
Japanese Studies Research Workshop for August 2022. Fol-
lowing an introduction and project summary by Nicholas
Lambrecht, the event included English-language presenta-
tions by Jonathan Glade (University of Melbourne) and
Cindi Textor. Textor’s presentation was titled “Zainichi
Women and Transpacific Feminisms: Ya Miri and the Pol-
itics of Global Representation”, and Glade’s presentation
was “Yakiniku and Kimchi: Expanding the Possibilities for
Ethnic Identity in Zainichi Korean Literature and Film”.
Following this presentation Glade published the article
“The Korean Restaurant: Beyond Violence in Zainichi Ko-
rean Film” in the Seoul Journal of Korean Studies, and he

thanked GJS-ERI for its support in his acknowledgments.

As mentioned on the previous page, the January

2023 event “Rethinking ‘Zainichi’ Literature: Welcoming

Author On Yaja” ( [{EH ) SCHHEH ER - RN FZSAZMZ
) included a keynote speech by On Yija which was later
edited for publication in the literary journal Subaru. Oth-
er presenters and discussants included Nobuko Yamasaki,
Catherine Ryu, Kang Yuni (Soka University), Jo Gwanja
(Seoul National University), Watanabe Eri, Unoda Shoya,
and Nicholas Lambrecht.

The first of two international symposia held in July
2023 was “Intersectionality and Being Zainichi” (f>%—
trvarV T4 L EHE ST 82 ALA) at Dong-
guk University. At this conference, project representative
Cindi Textor gave an academic talk, and project represen-
tative Nicholas Lambrecht and project member So Hye
Kim (Korea University / University of Hong Kong) acted as
discussants. In addition to faculty affiliated with GJS-ERI,
conference presentations were made by participants from
Seoul National University, Dongguk University, Hallym

University, Konkuk University, and Korea University.

The second international symposium was “The
Global Contexts of Zainichi Korean Literature” (Y£H =V
TV 7 —ANVERTHiA %P T) , held at Osaka
University. This symposium included keynote speeches by
Kim Hwangi of Dongguk University (“Border-Crossing/
Mixed Korean Disaporic Literature”, #% R =297
¥+ 747 ARILH) and Nayoung Aimee Kwon of Duke
University (“Transpacific Archives of Absence: Navigat-
ing Silenced Histories Across Japanese and American Em-
pires”). Project representative Cindi Textor gave a research
presentation titled “Muslim Migrants to Japan in Local
and Global Perspective: From Kim Saryang’s ‘Mushi’ (1941)
to Shirin Nezammafi’s ‘Salam’ (2007)”, and project mem-

ber Sakasai Akito gave the presentation “Adding Another

Layer: On the Use of the Term ‘Korean’ in Min Jin Lee’s
Pachinko” (35—f@MA 313>V -y—TFra)l Iz
V7Y WSSOV T) . Other participants included
Hosomi Kazuyuki of Kyoto University, Jo Gwanja, Unoda
Shoya, and Nicholas Lambrecht, and other members of the
GJS-ERI project attended the symposium online.

In 2024, results of the 2023 “Intersectionality and
Being Zainichi” symposium resulted in the publication of
multiple papers in a special section of Volume 62 of the
South Korean publication Ilbonhak (Journal of Japanol-
0gy). Nicholas Lambrecht and Cindi Textor co-authored
the English-language introductory article “On Intersec-
tionality and Being Zainichi”, and Textor also released the
Japanese-language article “Transnational Intersectional-
ities and ‘Zainichi’ in the English-Language Gaze: On Min
Jin Lee’s Pachinko and Ya Miri’s Tokyo Ueno Station”
(R » 6 B THED ) LEBI 2B 24 2 —2 s> a)Y
T4V VY Y= Fva], PISEH TR REFERAE M)
#® o T) . Other symposium participants who released
articles in this edition of the journal included Shin Jaemin
of Dongguk University, who contributed the Korean-lan-
guage article “Lee Hoesung’s Literary Considerations in
the 1980s and the Transition to the 1990s: Focusing on Eth-
nicity, People, the Third World, and Trans-East Asian Per-
spectives” (1980t o]3]d 9 &3t nz3 1990dd =
o olg: W, WF, A3AA, EMx FopAlopd BAH S
42 2), and GJS-ERI Associate Director Unoda Shoya,
who wrote the Japanese-language article “Identity Politics
and Intersectionality in the Anti-Discrimination Student
Uprisings” ( I—Z#bii4 ) 07 A F > 7474 RIT 427 A
LAY E—kr¥ar)i4).

In addition, although not among the direct output
of this project, project members including Catherine Ryu,
Cindi Textor, Nobuko Yamasaki, Christina Yi (Universi-
ty of British Columbia), and Andre Haag (University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa) released the volume Passing, Posing,
Persuasion: Cultural Production and Coloniality in Japan’s
East Asian Empire via the University of Hawaii Press in
November 2023. This volume included multiple chap-
ters discussing cultural production related to the Zainichi
Korean community in Japan. It is expected that collabora-
tion among the project members will continue to result in
additional publications in the remainder of the 2024 aca-

demic year and beyond.

Project Representatives

Nicholas LAMBRECHT

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Assistant Professor

Cindi TEXTOR

University of Utah (USA), Assistant Professor

Osaka University Collaborators

YASUOKA Kenichi

Osaka University Graduate School of Humanities, Associate Professor

External Collaborators

IJICHI Noriko

Osaka Metropolitan University, Professor

TOBA Koji

Waseda University, Professor

SAKASAI Akito

University of Tokyo, Associate Professor

Felipe MOTTA

Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, Lecturer

ZHONG Zhang

Independent writer

Catherine RYU

Michigan State University (USA), Associate Professor

Christina Yl

University of British Columbia (Canada), Associate Professor

Jonathan GLADE

University of Melbourne (Australia), Lecturer

So Hye KIM

Korea University (South Korea), Research Professor

Nobuko YAMASAKI
Lehigh University (USA), Associate Professor

Andre HAAG

University of Hawai'i at Manoa (USA), Assistant Professor
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From “A Shared Authority” to “A Shared Al-thority”:
A Paradigm Shift for Oral and Public History?

Michael H. FRISCH

(Professor Emeritus, University at Buffalo)

ZaAF ATV TV I MUEER G T 7Y v v 2 ek o G

Summary of Michael Frisch’s lecture provided by Nicholas Lambrecht

According to Michael Frisch, both authoring and interviewing are “shared by definition”, resulting
in a dialogic creation of meaning whenever living conversation takes place. It has now been over three
decades since the publication of Frisch’s volume A Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft and Mean-
ing of Oral and Public History, and prior to this symposium, it had been over twenty years since its
author last discussed his ideas in Japan, but the implications of the concept of “shared authority”
continue to be debated by scholars of public history around the globe. In this presentation, Frisch
showed how new technological developments have both created new applications for the idea of
“shared authority” and revealed hidden implications of the idea that were already immanent at the
time of its creation.

To explore this topic, Frisch discussed how indexing and processing of oral histories and
interviews has changed as a result of the incorporation of digital methods. On the one hand, he
argued that community authoring has become more explicit over time, resulting in a new ability
for us to understand oral history documents as “tiles of memory” that create a mosaic of history.
This shift has incorporated communities into the composition and curation of public histories that
were previously controlled by specialists and academics. On the other hand, Frisch showed that new
software has allowed for the creation and maintenance of new types of databases, databases that do
not consist solely of raw data or “cooked” analysis but rather allow their users to map, explore, and
reference oral and public history materials in ways that shift between these two poles.

In particular, automatic transcription software has proven to be a powerful tool in the cre-
ation of flexible historical archives. While human intervention is needed to ensure that transcriptions
of interviews are both accurate and browsable, Al transcriptions using new platforms like TheirSto-
ry have allowed Frisch and other researchers to produce and process transcripts with new levels of
efficiency. This involves the creation of both “transcripts of record” that maintain the complete level
of information contained in the original interviews, and the production of shorter “units” and “story
digests” that highlight particular themes within recordings. Maintaining this kind of sortable spec-
trum of iterations allows practitioners of history to make their own editorial judgments in order to
advance their research and teaching, tailoring the material used to particular audiences. This process
also leaves the original archival material open for reuse in the form of a general, open-ended index.
Frisch suggested that this is proof of the value of employing new technological approaches to oral
and public history.

It remains difficult to predict what the field of oral history will look like in the future, partic-
ularly in light of ongoing developments in artificial intelligence that offer the potential for new ways
of networking knowledge at the same time they present new “opportunities” to substitute Al analysis
for thoughtful and attentive listening. However, Frisch reiterated that for the practice of history to be
truly “shared”, it must incorporate active hearing and active dialogue. With this in mind, he argued
that we must develop an “instrumental sensibility” that negotiates between archival and documen-
tary modes, and perhaps between organic and artificial ones as well. This would allow practitioners
to apply multi-dimensional indexing to multi-dimensional content, creating new possibilities for the

application of “shared authority”.
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Column

Passing, Posing, Persuasion:

Post-Publication Reflections

Christina YI (Associate Professor, University of British Columbia)
Andre HAAG (Associate Professor, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa)
Catherine RYU (Associate Professor, Michigan State University)

“How would one say ‘to pass’ in Japanese?”

It was the last day of the inaugural Zainichi Literature
Workshop 2017, held that year at Lehigh University
and co-organized by Nobuko Yamasaki, Christina Yi,
and Catherine Ryu.! We had just concluded two stim-
ulating days of presentations on Zainichi (lit. “residing
in Japan”; resident) Korean cultural production, and
were wrapping up the workshop with an open discus-
sion on the shared themes and connections that had
emerged among everyone’s papers. It was Andre Haag
who pointed out to us that passing—that is, the act of
Koreans attempting to pass as Japanese—had come
up again and again in the literary texts and films in-
troduced at the workshop. Haag had earlier presented
his research on the pioneering colonial-era Korean nov-
elist Tei Zenkei (Chong Yon-kyu, 1899—1979) and his
writings on the so-called 1923 “Korean hunts” (Chosen-
gari), in which as many as 6,000 Koreans (and some
misidentified Japanese) were massacred by Japanese
vigilantes in the wake of the Great Kanto Earthquake.
Passing is particularly relevant when considering that
tragedy, which was precipitated by mass paranoia about
acts of terror and sabotage by concealed Korean mal-
contents. As Haag would later argue in an article pub-
lished in 2019, “the difficulty of distinguishing between
ethnic Korean and Japanese individuals in this time of
crisis further contributed to the sense of menace under-
lying the Korean Hunts by directing anxious attention
to the porousness of boundaries separating ruler and
ruled.” ?

The porousness of racial and ethnic boundaries
had indeed been everywhere in the papers presented at
the Zainichi Literature Workshop, but none of us had
thought to frame it in such a way until Haag suggested
it. That passing was the “default condition™® of life for
Zainichi Koreans was starkly clear, and yet we imme-
diately ran into the problem of how to articulate the
shared theoretical, narratological, or aesthetic dynam-
ics of passing as Japanese in Japanese—that is, through

the language and worldview offered by the Zainichi
writers themselves. Responding to the question of how
to say “to pass” in Japanese, Unoda Shoya made the as-
tute observation that while it was easy enough to provide
a direct translation (e.g. “Nibonjin to shite toru”), the
word that most often cropped up in Zainichi literature
was not a verb but a noun: tsamei (lit. “passing name”),
referring to the still-common practice of adopting a
Japanese-sounding alias in order to pass as Japanese.
That it was not any perceived visible, biological mark-
ers of race but instead an invisible, linguistic marker of
ethnic naming upon which passing pivoted for Zainichi
Koreans was a phenomenon that profoundly interested
all of us, and so in 2018 we followed up the workshop
with a symposium at Michigan State University entitled
“The Poetics of Passing: Interrogating Self-Fashioning
as the Other in Zainichi Cultural Production” (co-orga-
nized by Catherine Ryu, Jonathan Glade, and Christina
Yi); and, in 2019, an international conference at UBC
entitled “Passing, Posing, Persuasion: Cultural Produc-
tion and Coloniality in Modern Japan” (co-organized
by Christina Yi, Sharalyn Orbaugh, and Catherine
Ryu).*

It is that last conference that became the seed
for the edited volume Passing, Posing, Persuasion: Cul-
tural Production and Coloniality in Japan’s East Asian
Empire, which was co-edited by Christina Yi, Andre
Haag, and Catherine Ryu and which came out through
the University of Hawai’i Press at the end of 2023. One
thing that had become apparent to us in the course of
organizing and participating in these events was how
discourses around passing by (post-)colonial subjects
went hand in hand with both accusations of deception
and acts of posing by their colonizers, and how none of
this could be disentangled from the larger structures of
imperial control. As one way of justifying the expan-
sion of the Japanese empire, propagandists argued that
the racial and cultural similarities between Japan and its
neighbors would facilitate integration. As Japan’s col-
onization attempts progressed, however, the discourse

of racial/ethnic similarity was increasingly haunted by
its own internal contradictions. In Korea, for example,
Japanese officials used phrases such as naisen ittai (an
abbreviation for “Japan and Korea as one body”) to
encourage integration even while enacting a series of
discriminatory laws and ordinances designed to keep
Koreans subordinated to mainland Japanese. Mean-
while, some colonial subjects vociferously insisted on
equating imperial identity with civil equality. If “im-
perial subject” and “Japanese” were one and the same,
the argument went, then Koreans and Taiwanese were
entitled to the same rights as ethnic Japanese subjects
in the metropole. In short, Japanese imperialists were
threatened by the possibility of their own success.

As its blurb description indicates, Passing, Posing,
Persuasion is a work that emphasizes the plurality and
heterogeneity of empire, together with the contradic-
tions and tensions of its ideologies of race, nation, and
ethnicity’ The paradoxes of passing, posing, and per-
suasion opened up unique opportunities for colonial
contestation and negotiation in the arenas of cultural
production, including theater, fiction, film, magazines,
and other media of entertainment and propaganda con-
sumed by audiences in mainland Japan and its colonies.
From Meiji adaptations of Shakespeare and interwar
mass media and colonial fiction to wartime propaganda
films, competing narratives sought to shape how ambig-
uous identities were performed and read. All empires
necessarily engender multiple kinds of border crossings
and transgressions; in the case of Japan, the policing
and blurring of boundaries often pivoted on the rather
changeable outer markers of ethno-national identifica-
tion such as language, clothing, habitus, and especially
names. Our book showcases how actors—in multiple
senses of the word—from all parts of the empire were
able to move in and out of different performative iden-
tities, thus troubling that empire’s ontological bounda-
ries. As we write in the introduction of the volume:

It may be argued that passing, posing, and per-
suasion are above all else about representation,
and that cultural production is the site where
the practices and politics of that representation
are most forcibly encountered, engaged, and
exposed. Taken together, the essays in Passing,
Posing, Persuasion reiterate the importance of
analyzing the global configurations of race and
ethnicity at play in East Asian cultural produc-
tion. At the same time, they are also attentive to
the specificities of people’s experience of em-
pire, and the various rhetorical strategies, his-
torical circumstances, and material capital that
cultural producers drew upon in responding to
the exigencies of empire.®

In July 2024, the editors were invited to Osaka

University by Unoda Shoya and other members of the
Global Japanese Studies Research and Education In-
cubator to speak about Passing, Posing, Persuasion. It
was a wonderful opportunity to reflect back on the long
journey that led us to the project, especially consider-
ing that Unoda had been a key participant in the in-
augural Zainichi Literature Workshop and subsequent
meetings, and had first pointed us in the direction of the
tsumei. One question we were asked during the Q& A
was about the title, and more specifically the designa-
tion of “Japan’s East Asian Empire.” Although by 1945
the Japanese empire spanned a wide swath of territory
in the Pacific, including Southeast Asia and the South
Seas, due to practical limitations of time and space we
decided to keep our scope to East Asia given the shared
structural features found in Japan’s colonies there.
However, we recognize that the dynamics of passing,
posing, and persuasion discussed in our volume de-
pended upon a discourse of racial similarity and assim-
ilation that proved untenable in places such as South
Seas or with the Indigenous populations in Taiwan (as
astutely suggested by the chapter contributions from
Robert Tierney and Joan Ericson).” We hope in future
projects to explore in more depth the question of how
to approach the problematics of not passing (the con-
ditions and consequences of being unable or unwilling
to cross perceived social boundaries), as well as what
Kimberly Kono calls “the accusation of passing.”® We
also wish one day to follow up on the conclusions made
by Nobuko Yamasaki and Faye Yuan Kleeman about the
various kinds of suasion campaigns that acknowledged
difference as an inextricable part of any empire.
Another area for further scholarship lies in our
postcolonial present, and the ways that the legacies of
the Japanese empire continue to constitute ethnoracial
boundaries today. The volume’s last chapter contribu-
tion by Kang Yuni addresses this issue by considering
the lasting effects of Japan’s infamous soshi kaimei (lit.
“establishing family names and changing given names”)
policy in colonial Korea through the lenses of gender
and ethnonational subjectivity, through an extended
discussion of Zainichi Korean writer Ya Miri’s magnus
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opus Hachigatsu no hate (The End of August, 2004).
We do believe that there remains much more to be said
on the subject of passing as the “default condition” for
Zainichi Koreans and other ethnic minorities in Japan.
Inspired by the chapter by Nayoung Aimee Kwon, who
provides a comparative reading of the writings of Kim
Saryang and Langston Hughes in order to forge trans-
pacific Afro-Asian solidarities, we think it would also
be fruitful to seek out more connections with other
literary canons. Overall, we hope that our volume can
help spark such conversations in the future and contrib-
ute to ongoing research on empire studies and the work-
ings of Japanese(-language) cultural production.
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(2019): 266.
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Press, 2008), 20.
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and the UBC conference website at
https://3pconferenceubc2019.wixsite.com/march.

The MSU symposium resulted in a special issue on the poetics
of passing in Zainichi cultural production coedited by Christina
Yi and Jonathan Glade and published in Azalea: Journal of
Korean Literature and Culture 12 (2019).

5 https://uhpress.hawaii.edu/title/passing-posing-persuasion-
cultural-production-and-coloniality-in-japans-east-asian
-empire/

6 Passing, Posing, Persuasion: Cultural Production and Coloniali-
ty in Japan’s East Asian Empire. Christina Yi, Andre Haag, and
Catherine Ryu, eds. (University of Hawai’i Press, 2023), 15.

7 Kirsten Ziomek provides illuminating examples of when eth-
noracial difference, rather than similarity, were emphasized by
Japanese imperialists in her monograph Lost Histories: Recov-
ering the Lives of Japan’s Colonial Peoples (Harvard University
Asia Center, 2019).

8 Kimberly Kono, “Passing and Posing in Colonial Manchuria in
Muré Saisei’s Koto of the Continent,” in Passing, Posing, Per-

suasion, 43.
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Personal Experience as Method

in Japanese Studies

Matias CHIAPPE IPPOLITO

(Professor, El Colegio de México, Center for Asian and African Studies)

During my undergraduate program in Literary Studies
at the University of Buenos Aires, I was deeply fasci-
nated by Latin American authors who expressed an in-
terest in Japanese culture. This group included figures
from the early 20th century Modernismo movement,
such as José Juan Tablada and Enrique Gomez Carrillo,
celebrated postwar writers like Jorge Luis Borges, and
also contemporary journalists who had traveled to
Japan for various reasons, such as Araceli Tinajero and
Julidn Varsavsky. The motivation behind my desire to
learn more about these authors stemmed from a per-
sonal connection; like them, I had also been profound-
ly attracted to Japan, and I sought to understand, in
scholarly terms, the reasons behind Latin America’s
growing interest in Japanese culture. Throughout those
transformative years, I delved into the texts and works
of these writers, immersing myself in their perspectives
and insights. However, I eventually came to realize that
the findings of my research paled in comparison to the
deeper, more profound motivation that had ignited my
inquiry in the first place: my personal experience as a
Latin American interested in Japanese culture.

During my Master’s program in Japanese Stud-
ies at El Colegio de México, I developed a keen inter-
est in the cultural exchange flows of Japanese culture
during the 20th Century. As an Argentinian ryigakusei
living in Mexico, [ was eager to explore the channels that
had facilitated deep intercultural connections and two-
way flows between Japan and Latin America. Among
many examples, I found that Haroldo de Campos, a
Brazilian poet highly influenced by Japanese haiku,
not only shaped literary movements in Brazil but also
helped establish poetry circles in Japan together with
Yoshimasu Goz0o. Similarly, Gabriel Garcia Marquez
famously penned a short-story version of Kawabata’s
Nemureru bijo, but his translations were also highly in-
fluential to authors such as Nakagami Kenji and Hiromi
Kawakami. This prompted me to consider unexpected
pathways through which Japanese culture flourished in
Latin America and vice versa. My personal experience

resonated with this exchange again: I had never antici-
pated that a Mexican university would serve as bridge
connecting my Argentinian roots and my passion for
Japan. Yet, in that unexpected environment, I recog-
nized a valuable opportunity to explore the dynamics
of cultural exchange and its implications on our under-
standing of global literary movements.

During my Doctoral Program in Intercultural
Studies at Waseda University, I conducted an in-depth
analysis of the reception of Latin American culture
among Japanese writers. This research represented a
methodological inversion of my undergraduate stud-
ies, as I was now prepared to engage directly with
untranslated Japanese sources. Notable writers such
as Shimazaki Toson, Yukio Mishima, Oe Kenzaburd,
and Banana Yoshimoto had traveled to Latin America,
drawing significant inspiration from the region’s art, lit-
erature, and history. Through my analysis, I identified
several distinct images that these authors and others
had formulated about Latin America, which I classified
into three categories: the primitive image, the primeval
image, and the peripheral image. These observations
emerged during the first of my seven years of living
in Japan, a period during which I became increasingly
fascinated by the cultural aspects and social nuances of
my home region that captured the interest and curiosity
of the Japanese people with whom I was interacting.
In essence, examining Japanese writers’ perceptions
of Latin America mirrored my personal experience in
Japan, particularly when locals inquired about my cus-
toms, thereby highlighting in literature the dynamics of
everyday interculturality that shape our mutual under-
standing.

Deliberately or inadvertently, my personal ex-
periences have been a powerful motivation for my re-
search throughout my career. Does this mean that I am
a self-centered researcher? I apologize if 1 can’t fully
pin down a negative answer, but this question actually
opens a vital conversation about the role of personal ex-
perience in scholarly work. After all, isn’t every scholar
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a little bit self-referential? We can’t help but view the
world through our unique lenses shaped by our back-

grounds, beliefs, and experiences. Isn’t it ironic that
while we strive for objectivity, our very existence intro-
duces a layer of subjectivity into our research?

Perhaps a more constructive way to phrase the
above inquiry would be: “How self-aware am I as a re-
searcher?” The issue extends beyond showcasing one’s
personal narrative; it involves a critical understanding
of how one’s positionality informs and influences the
insights derived from research. By reflecting on how our
individual stories intersect with our research questions,
we can develop more nuanced perspectives that not only
enrich our findings but also challenge conventional in-
terpretations and assumptions. In turn, this approach
not only broadens the scope of inquiry but also invites
more meaningful and multifaceted conversations with-
in academia.

Why is this relevant for non-Japanese students
in Japanese Studies? First, because the field inherently
involves navigating the complex interplay between the
self and the “Other”. Personal experiences as a for-
eigner offer a unique perspective on Japan, revealing
how our cultural backgrounds and biases shape the
way we engage with the subject. This self-awareness
leads to more critical and thoughtful research, allowing
scholars to challenge stereotypes, romanticized views,
and exoticized portrayals of Japan. Second, personal
experience enables researchers to question and decon-
struct preconceived images, fostering more authentic,
nuanced, and multidimensional representations of
Japanese culture. There is always something new to be
discovered in Japanese culture, and some of that can be
directly linked to you! Third, Japanese Studies thrives
when scholars embrace their positionality, acknowledg-
ing how their distinct perspectives, whether shaped by
nationality, language, or lived experience, can unearth
insights that would otherwise remain hidden. By incor-
porating these personal narratives, we enrich academ-

ic inquiry, demonstrating that the rigorous pursuit of
knowledge can coexist with, and even benefit from, the
depth of lived experience.

Nevertheless, academia has negative assump-
tions about mixing personal experience in scholarly re-
search. We have all heard them before: objectivity is be-
lieved to be superior to subjectivity, personal experience
is anecdotal, personal narratives can only be used in the
humanities or qualitative methods. These assumptions
often stem from a rigid understanding of what consti-
tutes “valid” knowledge, privileging detached and im-
personal methodologies over approaches. Still, many
researchers promote the use of personal experience at
least at some stage of scholarly research, challenging
the false dichotomy between objectivity and subjectiv-
ity. Marjorie Steward, for instance, in her essay “Weav-
ing Personal Experience into Academic Writing” (2020),
has shown that personal story can work as frame, con-
text, example, and discovery in academic writing. This
perspective opens the door for researchers to use their
lived experiences as a lens through which to interpret
data or construct arguments, enriching their work with
unique insights that might not emerge through tradi-
tional methodologies alone. Moreover, integrating
personal narratives can help bridge the gap between
academia and wider audiences, making research more
relatable and accessible without sacrificing intellectual
rigor.

Aside from the applications in academic writ-
ing, I would like to highlight that personal experience
can help us achieve the so elusive originality that all re-
searchers covet. Originality, after all, is not just about
presenting something entirely new but about offering
a fresh perspective that enhances our understanding of
a topic. Personal experience is a powerful tool for this
because it provides a lens shaped by unique cultural,
social, and intellectual influences. This approach is par-
ticularly valuable in Japanese Studies, a field that often
grapples with deeply entrenched stereotypes and one-di-
mensional portrayals. Did you know, for instance, that
both Mishima Yukio and Oe Kenzaburd were attract-
ed to Latin America because many intellectuals of the
region were, just like them, anti-Americans? Did you
also know that anti-Americanism and anti-imperialism
convoked many other Japanese writers, such as Hot-
ta Yoshie or Tomiyama Taeko, taking them to Brazil,
Haiti, and Cuba? As a Latin American familiar with the
study of the history of the region, I felt I could con-
tribute something meaningful to the field of Japanese
Studies by exploring and inscribing these overlooked
transnational connections into academic discourse, in-
formed by my own personal experiences and cultural
background.

Personal experience is also a powerful tool

against Artificial Intelligence. It humanizes research by
adding emotional depth and context that Al can hardly
replicate. It challenges the limitations of algorithmic in-
terpretations, enriching conclusions with nuanced, hu-
man perspectives and promoting diversity in discourse.
Specifically, in regard to Japanese Studies, personal ex-
perience offers a critical advantage over Al by addressing
cultural and contextual subtleties that algorithms often
miss. If I may use my personal experience as an example
again, while Al can mention some well-known examples
of the connections between Japan and Latin America, it
can hardly explain the emotional resonance these intel-
lectual exchanges held for both sides. This includes the
aforementioned deep anti-imperialist sentiments shared
by Latin American writers and Japanese intellectuals
during the Cold War, but also the reinterpretations
and parodies of such feelings in the works of writers
like Shimada Masahiko and Hoshino Tomoyuki. The
deeply personal ways in which writers from Japan and
Latin America interpreted each other’s cultures necessi-
tate an equally empathetic research perspective capable
of exploring these cross-cultural literary and historical
subtleties. What can Al say about that? Probably, it will
make something up—at least until your paper gets pub-
lished, and the algorithm uses it as a source.

One final compelling reason to advocate for the
inclusion of personal experience in academic research is
its capacity to transform lived experiences into theoret-
ical concepts. The ability to translate personal experi-
ence into intellectual inquiry enriches both the research
process and its outcomes, grounding them in authen-
ticity and passion. For me, this process was essential,
as my experiences in Latin America and Japan became
the foundation and inspiration for my scholarship. As
an undergraduate, I sought to understand why Latin
American writers were drawn to Japan, a curiosity born
from my own personal connection to the subject. During
my Master’s program, I focused on exploring intercul-
tural exchanges between Latin America and Japan, in-
fluenced by my own environment at the time. My PhD
research deepened this exploration, analyzing Japanese
writers’ perceptions of Latin America, recognizing that
I had become part of this dynamic while living in Japan.
This intellectual pursuit, however, extended beyond my
personal experiences; it pointed to a broader cultural
and intellectual phenomenon that required deeper in-
vestigation. The reception of Japanese culture in Latin
America, its global impact, and Japanese perceptions of
Latin Americans are not mere personal matters but part
of alarger discourse, in which my experiences serve as a
starting point for further academic exploration.

All things considered, can personal experience
be regarded as a methodology? At present, I would
categorize the use of personal experience in Japanese

Studies as a mere “method”; that is, as a tool rather
than a fully developed theoretical framework. Howev-
er, [ argue that personal experience is indispensable for
a comprehensive understanding and interpretation of
complex intercultural phenomena. Methodologies in
the humanities are not confined to rigid frameworks;
rather, they evolve and adapt to the unique challenges
presented by each research context. In Japanese Stud-
ies, particularly in the examination of cross-cultural
exchanges, personal experience provides a profound
means of linking theoretical frameworks to lived real-
ities. When we analyze cultural interactions between
Japan and Latin America, for instance, the human el-
ement—those who lived, traveled, and created within
these environments—cannot be overlooked. As a re-
searcher, my position within these global exchanges,
grounded in both my Latin American background and
my time in Japan, enabled me to approach the subject
matter with personal engagement and intellectual cu-
riosity, thereby demonstrating that personal experience
can indeed serve as a valuable methodological tool.

What about you? Can you leverage your person-
al experience in your scholarly research? My final ar-
gument is this: if you can, you are already halfway to
achieving meaningful academic success.
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Who’da thunk (to put the question in the correct register) that once upon a
time, with that “time” being just about a century ago, the color of the familiar
liquid filling the teacups of ordinary Americans was green, not black—that
green tea, not black tea, was America’s tea?

Professor Robert Hellyer thunk it, and he came to Handai to share
with us his ingenious research. What happened? he asked. How was it pos-
sible that green tea went from being a familiar product to an exotic, “Asian”
one—and how is it possible, more generally, that something quotidian be-
comes exoticized, not the other way around?

To demystify the story, Professor Hellyer took us through sources
and archives spanning thousands of miles and over a century of time. As he
coursed through “teaways” over the Pacific, he encountered problems of do-
mesticity, of gender, of race, of war, and of virtually all the most pressing
cultural questions of the human past. And, as it turns out, he found with the
teaways his own family past, his own ancestors from the United States who
came to our country to develop our tea industry and to send tea back home.

To this cultural lunge into the history of tea, Professor S. Sugiyama,
standing on rigorous economic and financial ground, riposted, offering a re-
buttal that was less rebuttal than a work of original research in its own right.
As he laid out empirical data to try to undermine the narrative that Professor
Hellyer’s teaways built, what arose was a conversation not just between two
scholars but between two paradigms: between a mode of history-writing that
sees reality as a composite of cultural and discursive constructions and anoth-
er that takes as historical fact statistical records and numerical reality. We who
witnessed the exchange were granted a world in a teacup: a world of history
and a world of historiography, a world not visible without this meeting of
prodigious minds.

We thank Professors Hellyer and Sugiyama for their sterling research

and for sharing that research with us at Handai.
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